BELOW THE RADAR
Factors that Steal Tons, Increase Costs and Prevent Change

X1 kvsytw Avwx gsvrirk xskixlivir Fuwferi
Jxs v- Xih QgKirrm0 Oe} Wiziw Nslr [eykl(
Neqiw Fssxl0 JirkINyer Vskiwl erh Qevo Geqtfip

Ex 0X1i Vsgow=mr Wrhri} {livi Getxenr Gsso gienqih Ri{ Wsyxl [epiw
jsv Oirk Kisvki I nr 55542 p xs v- Oe} Wiziw Neqiw Fssxl0 JirkiNyer
Vskiwl Xih QgKirrmd Qevo Geqtfip erh Nslr [eykl

by KAY SEVER, CMC, CQIA
Sustainable Improvement Consultant & Coach |
Connecting People to |

Performance and Propts

Ausitiraliiam
Mining Trade)
Mission Exceeds;
Expectations;

he Kentucky World Trade Center selects a different

country each year for its mining trade mission. This
year's trip was planned for Australia in late July and | had
the great fortune of joining the group. Also attending were
James Booth, Mark Campbell and Ted McGinnis from Booth
Energy, John Waugh from Phoenix Process Equipment
Company, and Ying-Juan Rogers from the Kentucky World
Trade Center, who coordinated the trip. Our 10-day trip took
us to Queensland and New South Wales to learn prst-hand
about the opportunities and challenges in the Australia coal
industry.

The trip was extremely well organized. Meetings
with mining companies and commerce department
personnel were prescheduled, and opportunities
to experience Australia’s scenery and people were
planned between business events. Coal People
asked me to write about our trip, including the QME
show that we attended.

About the Industry

We met with the U.S. Commerce Department,
the Queensland Department of Tourism, Regional
Development and Industry, the Queensland
Department of Mines and Energy, the New South
Wales Department of Primary Industries and
Austrade. All groups provided many statistics
about mining growth and opportunity. Current
mining operations, planned expansions, labor
resources and constraints in the coal value chain
were discussed. In the following paragraphs, | have
attempted to summarize the great quantity of data
and information presented.

Australia is a mining country because its population
is not located where reserves are located; as a
result, permitting and political objections are less or non-
existent compared to the U.S. Mining has seen 17 years of
continuous growth in Australia and makes up 8 percent of the






