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Australian 
Mining Trade 
Mission Exceeds  
Expectations

The Kentucky World Trade Center selects a different 
country each year for its mining trade mission. This 

year’s trip was planned for Australia in late July and I had 
the great fortune of joining the group.  Also attending were 
James Booth, Mark Campbell and Ted McGinnis from Booth 
Energy, John Waugh from Phoenix Process Equipment 
Company, and Ying-Juan Rogers from the Kentucky World 
Trade Center, who coordinated the trip. Our 10-day trip took 
us to Queensland and New South Wales to learn þ rst-hand 
about the opportunities and challenges in the Australia coal 
industry.

The trip was extremely well organized. Meetings 
with mining companies and commerce department 
personnel were prescheduled, and opportunities 
to experience Australia’s scenery and people were 
planned between business events. Coal People 
asked me to write about our trip, including the QME 
show that we attended.  
       
About the Industry  
We met  with the U.S. Commerce Department, 
the Queensland Department of Tourism, Regional 
Development and Industry, the Queensland 
Department of Mines and Energy, the New South 
Wales Department of Primary Industries and 
Austrade. All groups provided many statistics 
about mining growth and opportunity. Current 
mining operations, planned expansions, labor 
resources and constraints in the coal value chain 
were discussed. In the following paragraphs, I have 
attempted to summarize the great quantity of data 
and information presented.  

Australia is a mining country because its population 
is not located where reserves are located; as a 

result, permitting and political objections are less or non-
existent compared to the U.S. Mining has seen 17 years of 
continuous growth in Australia and makes up 8 percent of the 




